TILTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

June 15, 2009 
MINUTES
6:15 PM: 190 E Main Street  - Members present: Helen Hanks, Chuck Mitchell, Kathi Mitchell, Sukie Clark, Bob Hardy, Katharine Dawson and Eliza Conde.  Members observed metal, debris and garbage to be removed.  The vegetation along the river was also noted, in particular the invasive species.
7:00 PM: Town Hall – Members present: Helen Hanks, Chuck Mitchell, Kathi Mitchell, Sukie Clark, Bob Hardy, Jon Scanlon and Jim Cropsey.  Also present: Eliza Conde, Secretary, Katharine Dawson, Patrick Bryson, Ken Norton and Pat Garcia.
Public Hearing – Proposed uses of Tax Map U5 1A and U4 72 – 190 E Main St.
Patrick Bryson:  Still interested in being able to sell Christmas trees on the lot.

Katharine Dawson: Concerned about additional costs to the town for “park” maintenance and asked that this be a low maintenance area.  She also expressed concern about too much access to the river for young children and the town’s liability.  Mrs. Dawson asked if the Commission is considering buying the “Ernie’s” property.

Ken Norton:  Stated that Joyce Fulweiler has received documentation that the gas tanks have been removed.

Katharine Dawson: Cautioned that DES had assured the town there were no tanks on the Town Park property, but tanks were found and removed at great expense.

Jon Scanlon: The Budget Committee would like to see the maintenance kept to a minimal level.

Bob Hardy: Cautioned that many people are allergic to lilacs, so the placement near any paths should be avoided.
Katharine Dawson: Suggested fishing piers similar to those in the park. Referring to Mr. Bryson’s request to sell Christmas trees, Mrs. Dawson questioned whether the town can allow private use for commercial purposes but determined that the Town’s ordinance will allow it with permission from the Con. Comm. and the Selectmen.

Public Hearing closed.

Approval/Correction of minutes: Sukie Clark moved, seconded by Chuck Mitchell to accept the minutes of May 18, 2009 with the removal of the next to last sentence in paragraph 1.  Motion passed.
Old Home Day:  There appeared to be no volunteers.
Conservation Newsletter:  Helen Hanks asked that articles be sent to her by July 6.
Easements:  Members volunteered to monitor easements as follows:
1. Chuck Mitchell, Bob Hardy – High School, Market Basket and Buffalo Park
2. Jim Cropsey – Walmart
3. Helen Hanks – Outlet Mall on Quin-T Road
4. Jon Scanlon – Home Depot
5. Sukie Clark – Country Lakes
Clean up:  Clean up on the Martin property scheduled for June 24 and July 1 at 5:00 PM.  Will try to get a town truck there to deposit materials rather than make a pile to be picked up later. Katharine Dawson will confer with Dennis Allen on the best method to handle the trash.  Kathi Mitchell suggested asking Jay Aube, DES, to attend also to give specific information relative to vegetation, etc.
Correspondence:
· Rhoda Crowell – letter with concern about condition of the swamp near the Tilton School Pond on School Street.  Bob Hardy commented that the swamp is maturing naturally and that bird populations would change over the years.  If the property in question belongs to the town, then the Park Commission is responsible.  Bob Hardy will respond.

· NHACC – Bob Hardy moved, seconded by Jim Cropsey to pay $425 for 2008 and 2009 dues, assuming that 2008 was not paid.  Motion passed.

· DES – Procopio – more information needed

· PB – Amero – Conditional Permit approved
· Public Hearing notice payment

Other:  Ken Norton updated the Commission on the status of the Winnipesaukee River Trail.  They are still trying to get an easement through a property to access the railroad bed.  If they are successful, they were looking to park construction vehicles on the town land during construction.  This will be discussed when more information is available.
Chuck Mitchell received a call asking if funds were available for milfoil removal on Lake Winnisquam. No one has officially requested funds at this time.

Jim Cropsey informed members that the State of NH is looking for 7 properties with historic significance that are about to be demolished.  Funds are available to purchase such properties.

Non-Public session:  Members reviewed bids for a survey of the Martin property.  Bob Hardy moved, seconded by Chuck Mitchell to select Paul M. Darbyshire Associates to conduct a boundary survey for Tax Map U4 Lot 72 at a cost not to exceed $3,900.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza Conde, Secretary
Tilton Conservation Commission
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