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2020 NH State Wild life Action Plan
AQUATIC HABITAT

The New Ham psh ire Fish and Gam e Departm ent has work ed with partners 
in the conserv ation com m unity to update the State Wild life Action Plan. 
The plan, wh ic h was m andated and funded b y the federal g overnm ent 
throug h the State Wild life Grants prog ram , prov ides New Ham psh ire dec ision-
m akers with im portant tools for restoring  and m aintaining  critical hab itats 
and populations of the state's species of conservation and m anag em ent 
concern. It is a pro-activ e effort to define and im plem ent a strateg y that will help 
keep spec ies off of rare spec ies lists.   

0 0.5 1
Miles

NHFGD makes no claim  as to the validity or reliability or toany implied uses of these data.  Base map data provided byNH G RANIT (2024).  Not intended for legal use.Background: USG S, ESRI, National Geographic Society
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New Ham psh ire’s list of key hab itat types represent the suite of b road cond itions that occur
in the state, from  alpine m ountaintops to open ocean (m arine), and the species g roups 
assoc iated with these hab itats. The current NH SWAP (2020) uses hab itat types developed
b y the Northeast Terrestrial Hab itat Classification (NETH) (Gawler 2008) and the Northeast 
Aquatic Hab itat Classification (Oliv ero and Anderson 2008), wh ic h are h ierarch ical 
system atic system s for classifying  hab itats. NH g rouped the units from  these reg ional
classifications into 27 b road hab itat types that are easily describ ed and understandab le b y
the pub lic and partners. These NH hab itat types roug h ly correspond to those in the NH
SWAP 2005 and the NH Clim ate Chang e and Adaptation Plan. Differences include the 
ad d ition of two forested wetland types (northern swam p, tem perate swam p), two coastal 
hab itat types (i.e., m arine, estuarine), sand/g ravel, and freshwater aquatic hab itat types.
h ttps://www.wild life.nh.g ov /wild life-and-hab itat/nh-state-wild life-action-plan

NH SWAP data April 2020
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