
Meeting 
Tilton Conservation Commission
First Floor Meeting Room
June 15, 2026
MINUTES

Present: Chuck Mitchell (chair), Bob Hardy, Jim Cropsey, Ken Norton, Paul Rushlow,
               Peter Spear, and Kathi Mitchell
               
Guests: Matthew Morris
The chair opened the meeting at 7:01 pm
1. Minutes: Jim made a motion to accept the May minutes as presented. Ken seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved. 
2. Old Business:
a) Salmon Run – The kayak slalom races are scheduled for this weekend. Setup will occur on Friday with practice on Saturday and the races on Sunday.
b) WRTA – The annual cleanup day was June 6 and was a great success. Pike Industries and Porter Paving provided materials and transport. The mileage markers seem to be holding up well. Boxes on the bridge were removed for safety reasons. 
c) I-93 Cleanup – Despite the early remediation efforts at the site of the truck accident last summer, the oil retention boom, oil-soaked soils, garbage, Styrofoam, and other materials remain. Ken notified those involved on June 5 and received a response from NH DES saying the boom belongs to them. The company doing the cleanup stated that they had not removed the contaminated soil because snow was on the ground. Jim made a motion, seconded by Bob, to send a letter to NH DES, NH DOT, the remediation company, the selectboard, the town administrator, Joseph Kenney, and Juliet Harvey-Bolia detailing our concerns, specifically the contaminated soil remaining. The motion passed.
d) Simmons Court – The minutes from the May 21 selectboard meeting indicate that the board wishes to sell the property to the abutter with a stipulation that they add a conservation easement to the deed. The commissioners questioned whether the title is clear because of the green space language in the deed that was flagged by the bank. They also questioned whether the town could enforce placing a conservation easement on the property as part of the sales agreement. Bob made a motion, seconded by Jim, to send an email to the selectboard (as part of the TCC’s advisory responsibility), saying that in order to facilitate the deal, we would recommend placing a deed restriction as part of the sales language. A deed restriction is a legally binding, private agreement written into a property’s deed that dictates how the land or building can—or cannot—be used. Unlike government zoning laws, these restrictions "run with the land," meaning they permanently transfer with the title and are binding on all future owners. The motion passed unanimously.
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d) Conservation Easements – Amy Manzelli will be available for a September meeting, and Matthew is still working to invite a local land conservation organization. The subcommittee needs to meet to prepare the draft letter to be sent to landowners and to decide which landowners will receive letters. It was decided that this meeting will be held on July 15 at 6:00 at town hall.
3. New Business: There was none.
4. Correspondence:
     a) NH DES File # 2026-01006 Standard Dredge & Fill NH DOT 850 Laconia Road Request for 
         more Information - June 12
5. Other: Members expressed concern about the clusters of knotweed along Route 132 (Sanborn Road) and Lancaster Hill Road, both of which are state roads. Members noted that the knotweed has been knocked down and/or cut which only encourages more growth. It was decided to send Doug Cygan an email about these concerns. Other issues of interest were discussed.

Ken made a motion, seconded by Peter, to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 PM, and all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Kathi Mitchell
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